
HB3412 seeks to end this harmful and unjust practice once and for all.

END SCHOOL-BASED TICKETING
HB3412 (FORD)

A recent ProPublica and Chicago Tribune analysis 
of 199 districts – encompassing more than 86% of 
Illinois high school students – found that nearly 
12,000 tickets were issued to students from 
August 2018 through June 2021.

Illinois laws passed in 2015 and 2018 prohibit 
schools from issuing fines and fees for disciplinary 
consequences, and from referring truant students to 
local public entities for the purpose of issuing fines 
and fees. Despite these laws already on the books, 
Illinois school personnel have referred thousands 
of students to local municipalities for the purpose 
of issuing fines and fees as a punitive disciplinary 
consequence for school-based behaviors.

� Black students were twice as likely to be ticketed than white students.

� The fines and fees, set by local governments, can vary widely – some municipalities can charge up 
to $450 for a violation.

� Upon receiving a ticket, students are required to attend a municipal hearing – often at police stations 
or the village hall – that does not guarantee the student right to counsel, and offers no expungement 
process, effectively stripping youth and their families of the right to due process.

What HB3412 Will Do
 � End the harmful practice of referring students to be 

ticketed for an incident that can be pursued through 
the school district’s discipline policy

 � Strengthen the intent of previous laws to prohibit 
fines and fees as a disciplinary consequence

What HB3412 Will NOT Do
� Does NOT limit School Resource Officers’ ability to work 

within schools

� Does NOT prevent districts from engaging law enforcement

� Does NOT prohibit student arrests, when necessary

� Does NOT limit restitution for lost, stolen, or damaged property

For more information, please contact:  Aimee Galvin      815-341-3471         agalvin@stand.org debtfreejusticeil.org

11,800 tickets issued to 
students over three years

tickets for 
disorderly conduct

tickets for truancy

tickets for vaping 
or possessing tobacco

Do Police Give Students 
Tickets in Your School District?

Explore the tool at bit.ly/3SFCfNQ
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Part I:  The Price Kids Pay: Schools 
and police punish students with costly 
tickets for minor misbehavior

The reporters found that nearly 12,000 tickets were 
issued to students from August 2018 through June 
2021, even though the COVID-19 pandemic kept 
children out of school during much of that period.

One boy who had shoved his friend in the 
school cafeteria got ticketed for violating 
East Peoria’s municipal code forbidding 
“assault, battery, and affray.” He didn’t 
know what that phrase meant; he was only 
12. “He was wrong for what he did, but this 
is a bit extreme for the first time being in 
trouble. He isn’t even a teenager yet,” his 
mother said.

Part II:  Black students far more likely 
to be ticketed for school behavior

The investigation revealed racial disparities in 
ticketing, finding that Black students were twice 
as likely to be ticketed than white students. 

One school with a huge disparity in ticketing 
is Bloom Trail High School in south suburban 
Steger, where about 60% of the student 
body is Black but Black students got nearly 
all the tickets. A mom of two boys who were 
ticketed there said her sons were treated 
too harshly. “They’re young Black men,” she 
said. “They stereotyped them.”

Part III:  A teen was ticketed at Naperville 
North for theft. 30 months later, she’s still 
fighting to clear her name.

In 2019, a student was accused of theft, and despite 
insisting she it was a mix-up, not a theft, the school 
resource officer wrote a ticket. She is still fighting the 
violation and is headed for an expensive trial. 

Amara’s family, like so many others, was 
thrown into a system that uses a lower 
standard of proof than a criminal court. 
People ticketed for ordinance violations 
can be held responsible if the allegation is 
deemed more likely to be true than not, and 
the ticket itself is considered evidence. At 
every turn, the system and the officials in it 
encourage families to admit liability and pay 
a fine. And most do.

Part IV:  School for children with 
disabilities calls police on its students 
every other day

In a central Illinois alternative school for students 
with behavioral and emotional disabilities, known 
as the school for “bad” kids, calls to the police 
are made every other day on average. Students, 
some as young as nine, are regularly arrested for 
misbehavior. That district had higher student arrest 
rate than any other school in the nation in 2018.

It is ‘just backward if you are sending kids to 
a therapeutic day school and then locking 
them up. That is not what therapeutic day 
schools are for…the school exists for young 
people who need support, to think of them as 
delinquents is basically the worst you could 
do. It’s counter to what should be happening.’

“The Price Kids Pay: Ticketed at school” Investigation
By Jennifer Smith Richards and Jodi S. Cohen 

Chicago Tribune and ProPublica
Read the articles here: bit.ly/3hLVFCz
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