
Illinois law authorizes courts and counties to charge fees 
and fines to youth and their families at every stage of the 
juvenile court process. Fees and fines range from $25 to 
over $800 and can quickly add up to thousands of dollars 
for a single family, depending on which county they live in. 
Practices across counties are inconsistent, creating a 
patchwork of economic injustice falling particularly hard 
on low-income youth in some suburban and downstate 
regions.

SB1463/HB3120 addresses issues of economic injustice by 
eliminating fees and fines assessed in cases against minors 
under the age of 18.  

Fees & fines are not an e�ective account-
ability tool and can increase recidivism 
rates.
There is no research that shows fees and fines deter crime. 
To the contrary, a growing body of research shows that 
charging young people court fees and fines results in 
greater risks to public safety.

Fees & fines are not the same as restitu-
tion and do not help victims of crimes
Removing fees and fines does not impact a judge’s ability 
to order victim’s restitution, community service, or other 
appropriate non-monetary conditions that provide oppor-
tunities for young people to take accountability for their 
actions.

Fees & fines punish families living in 
poverty and perpetuate poverty in some 
of our most vulnerable communities.
Because of racial and economic bias in the juvenile court 
system, fees and fines disproportionately harm rural and 
low-income youth of color. Removing the burden of 
court-ordered fees and fines allows families to invest in 
their child’s future and devote their limited resources to 
critical needs like food, education, housing, and health 
insurance.

A Patchwork of Injustice
Assessment and collection practices vary from 

county to county. These charts show the standard 
assessments for a felony juvenile case according to 

each county’s practices. The charts represent a 
similarly situated juvenile case, with the only 

di�erence being the prosecuting county.

ELIMINATE JUVENILE COURT
FEES & FINES
SB1463 (PETERS) | HB3120 (SLAUGHTER)

  
  Cook County                                            $0
Minor Room & Board $0
Crime Lab Fee $0
Probation Supervision $0
All fee & fine categories $0

 
  Clay County                                       $680
Clerk Fees - $6 per copy x 5 $30
DNA Identification - $250 one-time fee $250
Crime Lab Analysis - $100 flat fee $100
Probation Supervision - $25/month x 12 $300

 
  Will County                                    $2,590
Minor Room & Board - $10/day x 15 $150
Public Defender Fee - $750 flat fee $750
DNA Identification - $250 one-time fee $250
Probation Supervision - $50/month x 12 $600
Drug Test Lab Fee - $150 flat fee $150
Clerk Fees $31.65 per mailing service x 6 $190
Contempt of Court Fine - 
    consequence of nonpayment - $500 $500

ILLINOIS
Lorem ipsum



Statewide between 2017 and 2021, the average annual 
fees & fines amount collected was $786,065.
Public data indicates that juvenile fees and fines are not a significant source of 
revenue in Illinois.1 Yet, they can present a significant burden for low-income 
families.

Evidence suggests that for most counties with available data, annual revenue 
collected from juvenile assessments accounted for far less than 1% of the circuit 
court’s total revenue.2 

Most of the smaller Illinois counties collect less than $5,000 in juvenile fees and 
fines revenue annually. Counties spend court resources to collect unpaid assess-
ments and waste probation resources in attempts to collect fees and fines from 
many families who cannot a�ord these debts.

By passing SB1463/HB3120, Illinois 
will join a bipartisan group of 20 states
that have eliminated juvenile court
fees and fines.

Citations to references are available debtfreejusticeil.org/citations.

Juvenile Fines/Fees
Collected (2017-2021)
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For more information, please contact:  Aimee Galvin       815-341-3471         agalvin@stand.org debtfreejusticeil.org
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Cook, Morgan, and Jo Daviess
County do not assess juvenile

court fees and fines.


